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and received the other rations of food, clothing, shoes
that go with such a card.

After the third glass of vodka and when he was cer-
tain that no one, not even his children, could hear him,
he said:

"If the government gave me a passport to go
abroad, I would agree to leave the country without
a copper coin in my pocket. I would do any kind of
manual work and would be satisfied to live on bread
and water only not to have my past as an intellectual
and aristocrat flung into my face as if it were some-
thing criminal."

A former pedagogue who was reduced to accepting
the job of janitor said to me:

"If che government were to reopen the monasteries
today thousands of men who formerly belonged to the
intellectual and professional classes, would flock to
them rather than put up with the scorn and abuse of
both officials and populace."

FROM the first the Bolshevist revolution has sponsored
the "class approach" in the government's attitude and
conduct toward the various strata of Russia's popula-
tion. "Divide and rule" was its motto. The city prole-
tariat, in whose name a dictatorship had been set up,
was to be favored at the expense of all other classes.
The propaganda value of this move was of foremost
consideration with the makers of the revolution. The